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Serial No. 09/659,066 
Amendment Dated February 9, 2004: 
Reply to Office Action dated September 9, 2003 

Amendnaenits to the Claims : 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing 6f Cl^img ; 

1. (currently amended) A voice reference apparatus that classifies a 
plurality of search targets into a plurality of division blocks in only one of which 
each of the plurality of search targets is included , searches for a search target by 
firat specifying a division block and then specifying said search target and 
enables specification of, at least, said search target to be made by voice, the 
plurality of search targets belonging to a single category categorized according to 
attributes of search targets, comprising: 

a first storage device in which recognition data related to the plurality of 
search targets corresponding to individual division blocks are stored; 

a second storage device in which division block-related information 
indicating one or more other division blocks related to a given division block 
through a specific relationship in the category is stored; 

a recognition data selection device that selects recognition data 
corresponding to on ly a certain division block and one or more other division 
blocks related to said certain division block specified by said division block- 
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related information from said first storage device, when said certain division 
block has been specified to search a certain search target : and 

a voice recognition processing device that performs voice recognition based 
upon voice recognition data generated by using said recognition data selected by 
said recognition data selection device and audio data corresponding to said 
1 search target specified by voice, 

2. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

said plurality of division blocks are pubhc administrative ^ones; 

said search target is located in one of said public administrative zones; 

and 

said division block-related information indicates one or more other pubhc 
administrative zones related to a specified public administrative zone through a 
specific relationship. 

3. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein; 

said public administrative zones are each constituted of a prefecture. 

4. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein; 
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said public administrative zones are each constituted of a state. 

5. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein; 

said public administrative zones are each constituted of a country, 

1 

6. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein; 

said division block-related information indicates one or more other public 
administrative zones adjacent to a specified public administrative zone. 

7. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein; 

said recognition data related to said search target includes information 
related to a public administrative zone in which said search target is located . 

8. (original) A voice reference apparatus according to claim 7, further 
comprising: 

a display control device that implements control to display details related 
to results of a search of said search target on a display device, wherein; 

when implementing control to display the details related to the results of 
the search of said search target, said display control device also displays on said 
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display device information related to the public administrative zone in which 
said search target is located, 

9. (currently amended) A voice recognition navigation apparatus, 
comprising: 
1 a voice reference apparatus; 

1 a map information storage device that stores map information; and 

a control device tlxat implements control for providing route guidance 
based upon, at least, results of a search performed by said voice reference 
apparatus and said map information, wherein; 

said voice reference apparatus, which classifies a plurality of search 
targets into a plurality of division blocks in onlv one of which each of the 
pluralitv of search targets is included , searches for a search target by first 
specifying a division block and then specifying said search target and enables 
specification of, at least, said search target to be made by voice, the plurality of 
search targets belonging to a single category categorized according to attributes 
of search targets, comprises: 

a first storage device in which recognition data related to the plurality of 
search targets corresponding to individual division blocks are stored; 

a second storage device in which division block-related information 
indicating one or more other division blocks related to a given division block 
through a specific relationship in the category is stored; 
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a recognition data selection device that selects recognition data 
corresponding to only a certain division block and one or more other division 
blocks related to said certain division block specified by said division block- 
related information from said first storage device^ when said certain division 
block has been specified to search a certain search target ; and 
• a voice recognition processing device that performs voice recognition based 

^ upon voice recognition data generated by using said recognition data selected by 
said recognition data selection device and audio data corresponding to said 
search target specified by voice. 

10- (currently amended) A recording medium that records a voice 
reference control program for searching for a search target specified by voice, by 
first specifying a division block and then specifying said search target, said 
control program comprising: 

an instruction for reading recognition data related to search targets, a 
pluraUty of said search targets being classified into a pluraUty of division blocks 
in onlv one of which each of the nluralitv of search targets is included and 
belonging to a single category categorized according to attributes of search 
targets; 

an instruction for reading data related to division block-related 
information indicating one or more other division blocks related to a given block 
through a specific relationship in the category; 
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an instruction for selecting recognition data corresponding to ^ily a 
certain division block arid one or more other division blocks related to said 
certain division block specified by said division block-related information when 
said certain division block has been specified to search a certain search target: 
and 

an instruction for implementing a voicie recognition based upon voice 
recognition data generated by using said recognition data that have been 
selected and audio data corresponding to said search target specified by voice. 

11. (currently tunended) A data signal transmitted in a communication 
line and comprising a voice reference control program for searching for a search 
tal^get specified by voice^ by first specifjdng a division block and then specifying 
said search target, said control program comprising: 

an instruction for reading recognition data related to search targets, a 
pluraUty of said search targets being classified into a plurahty of division blocks 
in only one of which each of the plurahtv of search targets is included and 
belonging to a single category categorized according to attributes of search 
targets; 

an instruction for reading data related to division block-related 
information indicating one or more other division blocks related to a given block 
through a specific relationship in the category; 
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an instruction for selecting recognition data corresponding to o nly a 
certain division block and one or more other division blocks related to said 
certain division block specified by said division block-related information when 
said certain division block has been specifie d to search a certain search target ; 
and 

an instruction for implementing a voice recognition based upon voice 
V recognition data generated by using said recognition data that have been 
selected and audio data corresponding to said search target specified by voice. 

12. (currently amended) A voice recognition navigation apparatus 



th e- pluyality of divi s ion b locks arc a plurolity - of geographical nroao. 
^efere^nce apparatus that classifies a pluraUtv of search targets into a p inrfllity nf 
geographical areas in only one of which each of the pluralitv of search targets is 
located, searches for a search target bv first specifying a geographical area and 
then specifying said isearch target and enables specification of, at least, said 
search target to be made bv voice, the pluralitv of search targets belong in g to a 
single ca tegory ca ^t^gorized according to attributes of search targets, comprising: 

a first storage device in which recognition data related to the pluralitv of 
search targets corresponding to individual geographical areas are stored: 

a second s tora ge device in which geographical area-related information 
indicating one or more other geographical areas related to a given geographical 
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area through a specific geographical relationship in the category ig stored; 

a reco^tion data selection device that selects recognition data 
corresponding to a certain geographical area and on.^ or more othe r geo^aphical 
areas related to said certain geographical area specified by said geog raphical 
flrPfl-vftlfltftf^ i nfnrmflH on from said first storage device, when said certain 
^ geographical area has been specified to search a certain search target: and 

a voice recognition processing device that performs voice recognition based 
upon voice recognition data generated bv using said recognition data selected bv 
said recognition data selection device an d audio data corresponding to said 
search target speclSed bv voic6. 

13. (currently amended) A voice recogni t ion navigation reference 
apparatus according to claim -t 12, wherein: 

the category to Which the plurcdity of search targets belong includes one of 
a ski resort category > a golf course category, a theme park category, a restaurant 
category and an accommodations category. 

14. (currently amended) A voice recognition navigation apparatus 
according to cleiim 9^ wherein; 

the plurality of search targets are a plurality of facilities; 

the plurality of division blocks are a plxxrality of geographical areas; and 

eae each of said plurality of facihties is located in one of said plurality of 
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geographical areas. 



15, (previously presented) A voice recogrdtion navigation apparatus 
according to claim 14, wherein: 

the category to which the plurality of facilities belong includes one of a ski 
, resort category, a golf course category, a theme park category, a restaurant 
, category and an accommodations category. 



Page 10 of 15 



PACE 15/21 * RCVD AT 9/8^2004 11:39:40 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID: " DURATION (mm-ss): 15-06 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOROR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRXY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

||}XINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



